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6 Professional categories

Directors

Screenwriters

Producers

Cinematographers

Composers

Editors

European feature films 
produced between 2015 and 2023 and 

theatrically released 
in at least one European market

The current data and methodology does not allow for 
analysis beyond the binary male/female distinction.

Crew information from

LUMIERE, IMDb

Methodology 
and scope



01 Active female professionals



How are women represented among active film professionals?

Number of active female professionals

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals in 2023
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The share of active female film professionals has increased by 
5 percentage points since 2015.

Number of active female professionals

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals 2015-2023
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All categories

26% 
of active film professionals are female



Producers, editors, writers, and directors are the categories with an 
above-average share of active female professionals.

Number of active female professionals

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals 2015-2023
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Producers, editors, writers, and directors are the categories with an 
above-average share of active female professionals.

Number of active female professionals

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals 2015-2023
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The share of active female directors had 
the biggest growth over the years among 
the 5 categories:

+7.3 percentage points

compared to 2015

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.



Directors 27%

Writers 30%

Editors 31%

Producers 32%

Directors of photography and composers lag behind other major roles in 
terms of share of active female professionals, with shares below 15%.

Number of active female professionals

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals 2015-2023

DOP 14%
Composers 12%

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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02 Directors



How are women represented among active directors?

Active female directors

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

Number of active female directors, as shares of total active film directors in 2023

27%
of active directors are female
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What is the share of directing assignments held by women?

Directing assignments

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

Number of  films directed by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced in 2023

25%
of films are directed by female-
led teams

3%
of films are directed by gender-
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Since 2015, the share of feature films directed by women has increased 
by 8 percentage points.

Directing assignments

Number of  films directed by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

All films

25%
of films are directed by female-
led teams
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The share of documentaries directed by women is considerably higher 
than that of live-action fiction films.

Film genres

Number of  films directed by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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All films
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Female directors continue to be underrepresented in the annual ranking 
of the top 100 European films.

Top films

Number of  films directed by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

Top 100 films

20of the top 100 European films 

produced in 2023 were directed by women.

All films



Female directors are more prevalent in directorial debuts than in 
subsequent films.

Directorial debuts

Number of  films directed by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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Films with female directors count on higher shares of women in other 
major key roles.

Key roles assignments 

Number of assignments covered by female-led teams, as shares of total assignments. Aggregate data 2019-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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! The high share of female writers is 
due to the fact that writing and 
directing roles are often handled by the 
same person.



03 Producers



How are women represented among active producers?

Number of active female producers

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

Number of active female producers, as shares of total active film producers in 2023

32%
of active producers are female
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What is the share of producing assignments held by women?

Producing assignments

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.

Number of active female professionals, as shares of total active film professionals in 2023

21%
of films are produced by 
female-led teams

17%
of films are produced by 
gender-balanced teams

62% 
of films are produced by 
male-driven teams 
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The share of female-led and gender-balanced producing teams has only 
slightly increased over the past nine years.

Number of active female professionals

Number of films produced by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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The number of films produced exclusively by men 
has decreased by

- 5 percentage points

since 2015.

Men-only team



The share of female-led and gender-balanced producing teams has only 
slightly increased over the past nine years.

Number of active female professionals

Number of films produced by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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The share of female-led and gender-balanced producing teams has only 
slightly increased over the past nine years.

Number of active female professionals

Number of films produced by female-led teams, as shares of total films produced. 2015-2023.

Source: European Audiovisual Observatory.
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Read the full report here!
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